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ST.MARY'SCO-EDSCHOOL,HARDA(MP)

Class-VISubject-English

Unit-1SectionA:Problem Solving(poem)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thepoem

'IthinkI'vegottheanswer,Miss,

Theanswer'sforty-one!'

'Theanswer'snothinglikeit,Jake,

Justshowmewhatyou'vedone.'

'I'venothingheretoshowyou,Miss,

Ididitmyhead.'

'Inthatcase,Jack,nexttimepleaseuse

Theabacusinstead.'

'IthinkI'vefoundthetrouble,Miss

Theanswer'sfifty-three!

'I'm sorryJack,it'snothinglike,

Comehereandcopyme.'

ThenextdayJackwastalking

Withhisdadandwithhismum,

'So,Jack,'theysaid,'didyoufindout

Theanswertothatsum?'

'Idid,'saidJack,'althoughIcouldn't

Doitinmyhead,

IfoundawaytogetMissClark

Toworkitoutinstead!

__GEORGEANSELL

..............................

Summaryofthepoem:Thepoem Problem SolvingbyGeorgeAnsellisafun-filledpoem.Thepoem
describeshowachildcunninglycoerceshisteachertoshowhim howtosolveaparticularproblem.
Jack,thechildinthepoem doesnotwanttoworkontheproblem onhisownmaybebecausehe
waslazytoworkontheabacus.

Thepoem alsodescribedJacktobeconfidentandcleverashewassolvingtheproblem inhismind
andwascontinuouslygivingthewronganswer.Jack'sclevernessgothim togettherightanswer
from histeacher.
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Thepoem explainsthatitisimportanttobeconfident,cleverandindependentandtohaveproblem
solvingabilitiessothatsmallaswellasbigproblemscanbehandledinlife.

AboutThepoem

ReadtoUnderstand

A.Matchthelinesfrom thepoem withtheirmeanings.

1.Ididitinmyhead-----b)Isolvethesum mentally.

2.Theanswer'snothinglikeit----d)Itisnotthecorrectanswer.

3.Comehereandcopyme---a)Letmesolvethesum foryou.

4.IthinkI'vefoundthetrouble----c)Ihavefoundmymistake.

B.Answerthequestionswithreferencetothecontext.

'Ithink'Ivegottheanswer,Miss,

Theanswer'sforty-one!'

1.Whosaystheselines?

Ans:Jack,oneofthestudentsoftheclasssaystheselines.

2.Howdoesthespeakergettheanswer?

Ans:Thespeakergetstheanswerashediditinhishead.

3.Whatdoestheteachertellthespeaker?

Ans:Theteachertellsthespeakerthattheanswer'snothinglikeit.Inthatcase,useabacusinstead.

C.Answerthesequestionsbriefly.

1.HowmanyattemptsdidJackmaketosolvethesum ?

Ans:Jackattemptedtwicetosolvethesum.

2.WhydidJackhavenothingtoshowtheteacher?

Ans:Jackhasnothingtoshowtheteacherbecausehedidthecalculationinhismind.

3.WhatwastheeasywaythatJackfoundtosolvethesum?

Ans:HewenttoMissClarkandcopiedtheanswer.

Discussandwrite

1.Jack'sparentsknewthathehaddifficultyinsolvingasum.Whydoyouthinktheydidnotsolvethe

sum forhim?

Ans:Jack'sparentsknewthathehadaproblem insolvingasum buttheydidnotsolvethesum for
him becausetheywantedhim tobeanindependentchild.

2.Jackrepeatedlydidthesum incorrectlysotheteacherworkeditoutforhim.Doyouthinkgetting
otherstosolveyourproblemsisright?Givereasonsforyouranswer.

Ans:No,Idon'tthinkgettingotherstosolveourproblemsisrightbecauseassignmentsorproblem
sumsaregiveninclassforourpracticeandithelpsteachersdeterminehowwellthelessonsand



NEARRAILWAYSTATION,HARDA-461331(MP)INDIA Page|3

PH.07577-222731,222167Website-www.stmarysharda.com

materialarebeingunderstoodbytheirstudents.

3.CirclethewordsthatyouwouldusetodescribeJack.

Clever confident cunning lazy nervous obedient skillful

NowwritewhatkindofboyJackwasbyusingthewordsyouhavecircled.Alsowritethereasonsfor
yourchoiceofwords.

Ans:clever--HefoundawaytogetMissClarkinsteadofworkitout.

confident---Hewasconfidentthathecansolvethesum mentally.

cunning---Hewasnotusingtheabacusandrepeatedlysolvingthesum incorrectly.

Lazy----Hewassolvingthesum mentally.

Readtoappreciate

1.head instead spread bread

2.three me we he

3.sum mum drum bum/cum

Q.Nowwriteastanzaofyourownusingrhymingwords.

Ans:Onceuponatime

Imetazime(beautifulQueen),

Isetitonthefloor

butsheranrightoutthedoor.
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