
St.Mar'sCo-EdSchool,Harda

Class-IX

Sub-English(Beehive)

Poem 1-TheRoadNotTaken

Thinkingaboutthepoem

I.

1.Wheredoesthetravellerfindhimself?Whatproblem doesheface?

Ans: Thetravellerfindshimselfintheyellowwoodsatapointwheretheroadforksintotwo.

Theproblem thathefacesisthathecannotdecidewhichroadtotaketocontinuehisjourney

sinceitisnotpossibleforhim totravelbothroadsatthesametime.

2.Discusswhatthesephrasesmeantoyou.

(i)ayellowwood

(ii)itwasgrassyandwantedwear

(iii)thepassingthere

(iv)leavesnostephadtroddenblack

(v)howwayleadsontoway

Ans:

(i) Yellowwoodsymbolisestheautumnseason.Autumncorrespondswitholdage.Thepoet



couldbesymbolicallytalkingaboutthelaterstagesoflife.

(ii) Itconveysthattheroadwasfullofgrassandnobodyhasusedthatroad.Itwasasmooth

roadwhichhadnotwornout.

(iii) Theuseofthepathbypassersby.

(iv) Theleaveshadnotchangedtheircolourandturnedblackbecauseoflesspeoplestepping

onthem.Itcouldrepresentapathonemayhavenever/seldom takeninlifeforthefearof

uncertainty.

(v) Thisphrasemeanshowcertaindecisionsonemakesinlifecouldpavethewayformany

otherdecisions.

3.Isthereanydifferencebetweenthetworoadsasthepoetdescribesthem

(i)instanzastwoandthree?

(ii)inthelasttwolinesofthepoem?

Ans:

(i) Instanzatwothepoetexplainsthattheonlydifferencebetweenthetworoadswasthatthe

roadhetookhadtherighttobechosen(thebetterclaim)becauseitwascoveredwithgrass

andlookedasifithadnotbeenusedtoomuch.Besidesthisdifference,bothroadshadbeen

equallyworndownbypassersbytravellingonthem.

Instanzathreethepoetsaysthatboththeroadswereequallycoveredwithleavesandthatno

personhadsteppedon.

(ii) Inthelasttwolinesofthepoem thepoetsaysthatthereisadifferencebetweenthetwo

roadsbecausehetooktheroadthatwaslesstravelledbyotherpeopleandthatmadeallthe

differencetohisjourney.

4.Whatdoyouthinkthelasttwolinesofthepoem mean?(Lookingback,doestthepoetregret

hischoiceoracceptit?)



Ans: Thelasttwolinesofthepoem meantheacceptanceofreality.Thepoetmadeachoice

andacceptedthechallengingpath.Hetookandunexploredpathinhislife.Hewantedtodo

somethingdifferentinhislifesohechoosesthelesstravelledroad.Nohedoesnotregrethis

choice.

Note:Thenextexercisehastobedonebystudentsonly.


