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ThinkAboutIt

1.HowdoesTotocometograndfather’sprivatezoo?

Ans: Totowasinthecaptivityofatongaowner.Thegrandfathergetssympatheticwiththe

monkeyandthinksthathisprivatezoowouldbeabetterplaceforToto.SohepurchasedToto

from thetongawallahforfiverupees.

2.“Totowasaprettymonkey”.InwhatsenseisTotopretty?

Ans.GrandfatherfindsTotobodilypretty.Totohasbrightsparklingeyes.Thereismischief

beneathhisdeep-seteyes.Heshowshispearlywhiteteethinasmile.TheAnglo-Indianladies

areafraidofhissmile.Hehasquickfingers.Histailservesasathirdhand.

3.WhydoesGrandfathertakeTototoSaharanpurandhow?Whydoestheticketcollectorinsist

oncallingTotoadog?

Ans.Totodoesnotallowotheranimalstosleep.SoGrandfathertookhim toSaharanpur.The

ticketcollectorclassifiesTotoasadog.HedoessobecauseTotoisafour-leggedanimal.

4.How doesTototakeabath?Wherehashelearnttodothis?How doesTotoalmostboil

himselfalive?



Ans.Tototakesbathinatubofwarm water.Itputsitslegsinthewateronebyoneandapplies

soapaswell.Asmonkeysaregoodatapingothers,soTotohaslearntproperstepsofbathing

whilewatchingthenarratordoingsame.

Totoisfondofbathingwithwarm water.Sooncehavingtestedthewarmthofwaterinthe

kettleTotositsinthekettle.Probablyheisnotintelligentenoughtounderstandtheriskof

boilingwatersohepopshisheadupanddowninthekettle.

5.Whydoestheauthorsay,“Totowasnotthesortofpetwecouldkeepforlong”?

Ans. Toto’snuisancewasincreasingbydays.Itwasdestroyingeverythingitcouldlayhandson.

Forafamilyofamiddleclassstatusbuyingdisheseverydaycanbeacostlyaffair.Orforthat

matteritcanbeanunnecessaryharassmentforpeoplefrom anyeconomicbackground.So

keepinganaughtymonkeylikeTotocanneverbeapleasantexperienceforanybody.


