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St.Mary'sCo-ed.School,Harda,MP.

Class-VISubject-English

Unit-2Section-A Missed(poem)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thepoem:-'Missed'

Thesunintheheavenswasbeaming,

Thebreezeboreanodourofhay,

Myflannelswerespotlessandgleaming,

Myheartwasuncloudedandgay;

Theladies,allgailyapparelled,

Satroundlookingonatthematch,

Inthetree-topsthedicky-bird'scarolled,

Allwaspeace-tillIbungledthatcatch.

Myattentionthemagicofsummer

Hadluredfrom thegame-whichwaswrong.

Thebee(thatinveterateHummer)

Wasdroningit'sfavouritesong.

IwastenderlydreamingofClara

(Onhernotagirlisapatch),

When,ah,horror!Theresoaredthrough

theairadecidedlypossiblecatch.

Iheardinastuporthebowler

Emitaself-satisfied'Ah!'

Thesmallboyswhosatontheroller

Setupanexpectant'Hurrah!'

Thebatsmanwithgrieffrom thewicket

Himselfhadbeguntodetach-

AndIutteredagroanandturnedsick.It

Wasover.I'dbutteredthecatch.

Oh,ne'er,ifIlivetoamillion,

ShallIfeelsuchaterriblepang.

From theseatsinthefar-offpavilion

Aloudveilofecstacyrang.

Bythehandfulmyhair(whichisauburn)
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Itorewithawrenchfrom mythatch,

Andmyheartwasseareddeepwitharawburn

AtthethoughtthatI'dfoozledthatcatch.

Ah,thebowler'slow,querulousmutter

Pointsloud,unforgettablescoff!

Oh,givememydriverandputter!

Henceforwardmygameshallbegolf.

IfI'm askedtoplaycrickethereafter,

Iam whollydeterminedtoscratch.

Life'svoidofallpleasureandlaughter;

Ibungledtheeasiestcatch.

P.GWODEHOUSE

------------------------------------

Stanzawiseexplanation:-

Thefirststanzadescribesthegeneralatmosphere.Itwasapleasantsunnydaywithgentlebreeze
blowing,thepoetwasplayingcricketinaperfectdressedwithlightcloth.Hewasinaperfectlyhappy
moodalso,thereweremanywelldressedladieswatchingthematch.Eventhebirdsinthetrees
seemedtobesinginghappily.Thedayingeneralwashappyuntilthepoetmissedthecatch.

Insecondstanzathepoetwasdistractedbythemagicofthebeautifuldayandheadmitsthatitwas
wrongofhim tobeso.Thebeethathummedit'sspecialsong.Hewasdreamingabouthisgirlfriend
Clara,whowasmorebeautifulthatanyothergirl.Butthentohishorroraballwashithighandwas
comingtowardshim anditwaspossibleforaperfectcatch.

Inthethirdstanza,thepoetwasinashockandheheardthesatisfiedreactionofthebowler
expectingacatch.Thesmallboysamongtheaudiencestartedcheeringandhesawthedisappointed
batsmanalreadygoingfrom hiswicket.Butthepoetutteredsshockedcryashehadmissedthe
perfectcatch.

Inthefourthstanza,thepoetfeelsthatevenifhelivedforamillionyearswillhefeeltheterriblepain
hefeltthen.Heheardtheextremehappinessshoutofhisopponentteam andtorehisreddish-brown
colourhairandpullthehairviolently.Hefeltaburningpaininhishearashemissedupthecatch.

Inthefifthstanza,theirritatedbowlermutteredsomejeeringcomment.Atthattimethepoetdecided
toleaveplayingcricketaltogetherandstartplayinggolf.Afterthathedecidedtopulloutifheis
askedtoplaycricket.Hefeltthatallthelaughterandpleasuredepartedfrom hislifebecausehehad
bungledscatch.

---------------------------------
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Readtounderstand

A.Readtheselinesandanswerthequestionswithreferencetothecontext.

'Oh,ne'er,ifIlivetoamillion,

ShallIfeelsuchaterriblepang.

From theseatsinthefar-offpavilion

Aloudveilofecstacyrang.'

1.Whoisthespeakerintheselines?

Ans:Thepoetisthespeakerintheselines.

2.Whatincidentmadethepoet'feelsuchaterriblepang'?

Ans:Thepoetbungledthecatch.Thismadehim 'feelsuchaterriblepang'.

3.Whatwasthereasonthatledtotheincident?

Ans:Hisattentionthemagicofsummerhadluredfrom thegame.Thiswasthereason.

B.Answerthesequestions.

1.'Allwaspeace....'Givethreereasonswhythepoetsaysthis.

Ans:Thethreereasonsare:-

i)Itwasasunnyday.

ii)Ladieswerewell-dressedandwerehappytowatchthematchinprogress.

iii)Birdsweresittingonthetreetopsandsingingacheerfulsong.

2.Whichthreewordsinthethirdstanzaidentifythesportbeingplayed?

Ans:Thethreewordsare--bowler,wicketandbatsman.

3.Whowasgrievedandwhy?

Ans:Thebatsmanwasgrievedbecausehethoughtthatitwasacatch,hegotreadytoleavethe
patch.

4.Whatdidthepoetdowhenherealizedhismistake?

Ans:Hestartedpullinghishairviolently.

5.Whichtwolinesinthefourthstanzashowthepoet'sregret?

Ans:Thetwolinesthatshowthepoet'sregretare-

'Andmyheartasseareddeepwitharawburn

AtthethoughtthatI'dfoozledthatcatch.'

DiscussandWrite:

Thepoetisdisappointedwhenhemissesthecatch.Whichgamedosthepoetdecidetoplaythere
onandwhy?

Ans:Thepoetdecidedtoleaveplayingcricketandhedecidedtostartplayinggolf.Becausehis
attentionwasnotincricket.

Readtoappreciate:

Matchtheexpressionsusedinthepoem withtheirmeanings.
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1.uncloudedandgay------------------b)alertandactive

2.notapatchon--------------------------d)notasgoodas

3.torewithawrench--------------------e)pulledwithforce

4.determinedtoscratch---------------c)stayaway

5.driverandputter-------------------------a)typesofgolfclubs

*************************************


