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St.Mary'sCo-ed.School,Harda,MP.

Class-VISubject-English

Unit-4SectionA-LittlebyLittle(poem)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thepoem:

'Littlebylittle,'anacornsaid,

Asitslowlysankinitsmossybed,

'Iam improvingeveryday,

Hiddendeepintheearthaway.'

Littlebylittle,eachdayitgrew;

Littlebylittle,itsippedthedew;

Downwarditsentoutathread-likeroot;

Upintheairsprungatinyshoot.

Dayafterday,andyearafteryear,

Littlebylittle,theleavesappear;

Andtheslenderbranchesspreadfar

andwide,

Tillthemightyoakistheforest'spride.

'Littlebylittle,'saidathoughtfulboy,

'Momentbymoment,I'llwellemploy,

Learningalittleeveryday,

Andnotspendingallmytimeinplay.

Andstillthisruleinmymindshalldwell,

WhateverIdo,Iwilldoitwell.

'Littlebylittle,I'lllearntoknow

Thetreasuredwisdom oflongago;

Andoneofthesedays,perhapswe'llsee

Thattheworldwillbethebetterforme'

Anddoyounotthinkthatthissimpleplan

Madehim awiseandusefulman?

ANONYMOUS

___________
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Summaryofthepoem:

Inthepoem LittlebyLittleitdescribeshowanacornimprovesandenhancesitselfovertheyearsas
itliesburieddeepunderneaththeearth.Arootoftheplantgrowsdownwards.Simultaneously,atiny
shootoftheplantappearsabovethegroundandthereaftertheleavesappearonit.Soonafterthat,
theslenderbranchesofthetreespreadacrosseverywhere.Induecourseoftime,theacorngrows
intoamightyoaktree.

Inasimilarway,justasanacornsymbolizesstrengthandpotential;everychildwantstogrowupone
finedayasawiseandintelligentindividualjustlikethemightyoaktree.Inthepoem theboyplansto
employhimselfwellsothathebecomesawiseandusefulman.

Readtounderstand:

A.Completethesummaryofthepoem withsuitablewordsorphrasesfrom thehelpbox.

Ans:downwards,tinyshoot,leaves,branchesspread,mightyoak,employ,wise,useful.

B.Answerthesequestions:

1.Whatistherulethattheboysayshewillkeepinmind?

Ans:Therulethattheboysaysthathewillkeepinhismindiswhateverhewilldo,hewilldoitwell.

2.Mentionanythreethingsthattheboyplanstodotobecome'awiseandusefulman'.

And:Thethreethingsare:-

i)Bynotspendingallhistimeinplay.

ii)Bykeepinginhismindthatwhateverhewilldo,hewilldoitwell.

iii)Byacquiringtreasuredwisdom oflongago.

3.Identifythelineswhichsuggestthatouractionscanmaketheworldabetterplace.

Ans:Thelineswhichsuggestthatouractionscanmaketheworldabetterplaceare:-

'Littlebylittle,I'lllearntoknow

Thetreasuredwisdom oflongago;

Andoneofthesedays,perhapswe'llsee

Thattheworldbethebetterforme'

DiscussandWrite:

1.Whydoyouthinktheoakisconsideredthe'forest'spride'?

Ans:Oakisconsideredasthe'forest'spride'becauseoakisthepowerful,strongandhugetreeinthe
forest.Theforestisproudtohavesuchapowerfultreelikeoak.

2.Doyouagreewiththepoetthattheboyis'thoughtful'?Giveareasonforyouranswer.

Ans:Yes,Iagreewiththepoetthattheboyis'thoughtful'becausetheboyalwaysthinksaboutthe
differentwaysbywhichhecanbecomesabetterandusefulmaninthesociety.

3.Wherecanyouacquire'thetreasuredwisdom oflongago'?Howcanthatknowledgebehelpfulto
you?

Ans:Wecanacquire'thetreasuredwisdom oflongago'throughbooksbasedonmoralvaluesand
successstoriesofgreatpersonalities.

Thatknowledgecanbehelpfultousateverystageofourlife.Wecanimplementthosemoralvalues
inourlife.
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Readtoappreciate:

Writedownanytensuchpairsofrhymingwordsfrom thepoem.Thenaddonewordofyourownthat
rhymeswitheachpair.

Ans:

1.said bed red

2.day away ray

3.grew dew new

4.root shoot boot

5.year appear disappear

6.wide pride tide

7.boy employ toy

8.day play gay

9.dwell well yell

10.plan man ran

______________________________


