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St.Mary’sCo-EdSchool,Harda(M.P.)

Subject-English

Class-ix

Chapter4:ALegendoftheNorthland(Beehive)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

ThinkingAboutthePoem

(Page67)

I.

Quiestion1.

Whichcountryorcountriesdoyouthink“theNorthland”refersto?

Answer:

Itisacountryinthenorthwheredaysareshortandnightsarelong.

Question2.

WhatdidSaintPeterasktheoldladyfor?Whatwasthelady’sreaction?

Answer:

SaintPeteraskedtheoldladyforapieceofcake.Theladybehavedmiserlyandkeptdecreasingthesizeof

thecake.Atlastshedidnotgivehim anythingtoeat.

Question3.

Howdidhepunishher?

Answer:

Hecursedherandmadeherawoodpecker.

Question4.

Howdoesthewoodpeckergetherfood?

Answer:

Thewoodpeckerboresthehardanddrywoodtogetitsfood

Question5.

DoyouthinkthattheoldladywouldhavebeensoungenerousifshehadknownwhoSaintPeterreallywas?

Whatwouldshehavedonethen?

Answer:

No,shewouldnothavedonethis.Onthecontrary,shewouldhavegivenhim alargepieceofcaketomake
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him happywiththegreedtogetahandsomereturn.

Question6.

Isthisatruestory?Whichpartofthispoem doyoufeelisthemostimportant?

Answer:

No,itisanimaginativestory.Itisalegend.Thethirdstanzaofthepoem isveryimportant.

Question7.

Whatisalegend?Whyisthispoem calledalegend?

Answer:

Alegendisastoryfrom ancienttimesaboutpeopleandevents.Thetitleofthepoem tellsthatitisalegend.

Thepoethimselfsaysthat‘Idon’tbelieveitistrue’.

Question8.

Writethestoryof‘ALegendoftheNorthland’inabouttensentences.

Answer:

Thepoem isastoryofanoldwoman.SheisaskedbySaintPeterforalmswhohasbecomeweakbecauseof

fastingandtravelling.Buthergreedforceshernottogivehim anything.Hebecomesangryandmakeshera

woodpeckerwhoboreshard,drywoodtogetfood.Herclothesareburnttoashesandsheisleftwithacapon

herhead.Shecontinuesboringintohardwoodforherlittlefood.

II.

Question1.

Let’slookatwordsattheendofthesecondandfourthlines,viz.,‘snows’and‘clothes’,‘true’and‘you’,‘below’

and‘know’.Wefindthat‘snows’rhymeswith‘clothes’,‘true’rhymeswith‘you’and‘below’rhymeswith‘know’.

Findmoresuchrhymingwords.

Answer:

Earth-hearth,done-one,lay-away,another-over,flat-that,faint-saint,form-worm,food-wood,same-flame.

Question2.

Gotothelocallibraryortalktoolderpersonsinyourlocalityandfindlegendsinyourownlanguage.Tellthe

classtheselegends.

Answer:

Doityourself.
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