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St.Mary’sCo-EdSchool,Harda(M.P.)

Subject-English

Class-ix

Chapter6:MyChildhoodandNoMenAreForeign(Beehive)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

MyChildhood

Question1.

WherewasAbdulKalam’shouse?

Answer:

AbdulKalam’shousewasontheMosqueStreetinRameswaram.

Question2.

WhatdoyouthinkDinamaniisthenameof?Giveareasonforyouranswer.

Answer:

Dinamaniisthenameofanewspaper.AbdulKalam attemptstotracetheSecondWorldWar’snewsinthe

headlinesofthisnewspaper.

Question3.

WhowereAbdulKalam’sschoolfriends?Whatdidtheylaterbecome?

Answer:

RamanadhaSastry,AravindanandSivaprakasanwerehisschoolfriends.RamanadhaSastrybecameapriest

oftheRameswaram temple.Aravindanwentintothebusinessofarrangingtransportforvisitingpilgrims.

SivaprakasanbecameacateringcontractorfortheSouthernRailways.

Question4.

HowdidAbdulKalam earnhisfirstwages?

Answer:

AbdulKalam earnedhisfirstwagesbydistributingnewspapers.

Question5.

Hadheearnedanymoneybeforethat?Inwhatway?

Answer:

Yes,heearnedmoneybeforealso.Heusedtocollectthetamarindseedsandsellthem toaprovisionshopon

theMosqueStreet.Aday’scollectionwouldfetchhim theprincelysum ofoneanna.
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II.Answereachofthesequestionsinashortparagraph(about30words).

1.Howdoestheauthordescribe:(i)hisfather,(ii)hismother,(iii)himself?

2.Whatcharacteristicsdoeshesayheinheritedfrom hisparents?

ANSWER:

1. (i)Kalam’sfather,Jainulabdeenwasnotawealthyoreducatedperson.However,hewasanhonestand

generousman,whopossessedgreatinnatewisdom.Hewasself-disciplinedandavoidedallinessential

luxuries.

(ii) Kalam’smother,Ashiammawasanidealhelpmatetoherhusband.Shebelievedingoodnessand

profoundkindness,andfedmanypeopleeveryday.

(iii)Theauthordescribeshimselfasashortboywithundistinguishedlooks,whohadasecurechildhood.Heis

anhonestandself-disciplinedperson,whobelievesingoodnessanddeepkindness.

2. Theauthorinheritedhonestyandself-disciplinefrom hisfather,andfaithingoodnessanddeepkindness

from hismother.

QuestionIII:

Discussthesequestionsinclasswithyourteacherandthenwritedownyouranswersintwoorthree

paragraphseach.

ANSWER:

1. (i)TheauthormentionsthetwomajorreligiousgroupsofIndia—HindusandMuslims—asthesocialgroups

predominantinRameswaram.

Yes,thesegroupswereeasilyidentifiable.Thefactorsthatdemarcatedthesegroupsfrom oneanotherwere
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theirdressingsenseandtheplacetheylivedin.AbdulKalam woreacap,whichmarkedhim asaMuslim.

Besides,helivedontheMosqueStreet.Ontheotherhand,hisfriend,RamanandhaSastry,worethesacred

threadashebelongedtoanorthodoxHinduBrahminfamily.

(ii)Theynaturallysharedfriendshipsandexperiences.AbdulKalam wasaMuslim whilehisfriendswerefrom

orthodoxHinduBrahminfamilies.However,theyweretiedwithastrongbondoffriendship.Besidesthis

friendship,duringtheannualShriSitaRamaKalyanam ceremony,Kalam’sfamilyarrangedboatswithaspecial

platform forcarryingidolsoftheLordfrom thetempletothemarriagesite.Moreover,eventsfrom the

Ramayanaandfrom thelifeoftheProphetwerethebedtimestorieshismotherandgrandmotherwouldtell

thechildrenoftheirfamily.Alltheseincidentsshowthatdifferentsocialgroupsco-inhabitedinRameswaram.

(iii)Kalam mentionstwopeoplewhowereveryawareofthedifferencesamongthetworeligiousgroups.One

ofthem wasthenewteacherofAbdulKalam’sschool,whodidnotletAbdulKalam andhisfriend,Ramanadha

Sastry,sittogether.

ThesecondpersonwasthewifeofSivasubramaniaIyer(AbdulKalam’sscienceteacher).Shewasvery

conservativeanddidnotwantKalam toeatinherpureHindukitchen.

ThepeoplewhotriedtobridgethesedifferenceswereLakshmanaSastry(Ramanadha’sfather)and

SivasubramaniaIyer(hisscienceteacher).

(iv)WhenKalam wasinthefifthstandard,anewteachercametohisclass.Theteacherwasabigotandcould

nottolerateKalam,whowasaMuslim,tositwithRamanandhaSastry,whowasaHindupriest’sson.Thus,he

changedKalam'sseat.Thisbroketheheartofthetwoboys.WhenRamanandhaSastry’sfathercametoknow

aboutit,herebukedtheteacherforspreadingcommunalintoleranceinthemindsofinnocentchildren.The

teacherapologizedandregrettedhisbehaviour.

Inanotherincident,Kalam’sscienceteacher,SivasubramaniaIyer,invitedKalam foramealtohishouse.But

hisconservativewiferefusedtoserveaMuslim inherpureHindukitchen.

Theunperturbedteacher,servedKalam himselfandeveninvitedhim foranothermealthenextweekend.Iyer

believedthatonceapersonhasdecidedtochangethesystem,suchproblemshavetobeconfronted.

However,byKalam'snextvisit,Iyer’swife’sviewshadchanged.ShetookKalam insideherkitchenandserved

him foodwithherownhands.

Hence,attitudescanchangeifwetakeinitiativetoresolvethedifferencesandbethechangewewanttosee.
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NoMenAreForeign

Question1.

“Beneathalluniforms…”Whatuniformsdoyouthinkthepoetisspeakingabout?

Howdoesthepoetsuggestthatallpeopleoneartharethesame?

Answer:

Thepoetspeaksaboutthevariousdressesthatpeopleofvariouscountrieswearbutbeneaththem,the

humanbodyissame.

Thepoetsaysthatnobodyisdifferentandpeculiar.Nocountryisforeign.Asinglebodybreathesbeneathall

uniforms.Moreover,thelandisthesameeverywhere.

Question2.

Instanza1,findfivewaysinwhichweallarealike.Pickoutthewords.

Answer:

Inthefirststanzathepoetsaysthatthereisnodifferencebetweenthebodyofacitizenofonecountryand

thecitizenofanothercountry.Wehavesamekindofbody;wewearsamekindofclothes.Wewalkonthe

sameplanet,andtheendofeachindividualisthesame.

Question3.

Howmanycommonfeaturescanyoufindinstanza2?Pickoutthewords.

Answer:

Thefollowingcommonfeaturesaregiveninthestanzas:

sun

air

water,

Peacefulharvestsrequiredforhumansurvival
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samehands

Question4.

“…wheneverwearetoldtohateourbrothers….”Whendoyouthinkthishappens?Why?Who‘tells’us?Should

wedoaswearetoldatsuchtimesWhatdoesthepoetsay?

Answer:

Sometimessomeselfishpeopleinstigatetheinnocenttoharm others.Theydoitfortheirownbenefit.The

commonorordinarymandoesnotunderstandtheirtricksandstartshatinghisfellowhumanbeings.Theytell

them tocauseriots.Thepoetsaysthatoneshouldnotfollowanybody’sadvicewithoutbroodingoverit.The

poetrepeatedlysaysthatthereisnodifferenceinthem andtheforeigners.Thepeopleoftheentireworldare

thesame.


