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Subject-English

Class-X

Chapter3:TwostoriesaboutFlyingandalliedpoem

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note:(Thesearemodelanswers.noneedtocopythem astheyare.Youcanform yourownanswersasthe

explanationofthechapterhasbeenmade.)

HisFirstFlight

Question1.

Whywastheyoungseagullafraidtofly?Doyouthinkallyoungbirdsareafraidtomaketheirfirstflight,orare

somebirdsmoretimidthanothers?Doyouthinkahumanbabyalsofindsitachallengetotakeitsfirststep?

Answer:

Theyoungseagullwasafraidtoflybecauseitwashisfirstflightandhefearedoffallingandhurtinghimself.

Hethoughtthathiswingswouldnotsupporthim whileflying.Yes,itisnaturalthatdoingsomethingforthe

firsttimeisabitchallengingandfearful.Allbirdsmustbeafraidtomaketheirfirstflight.

Similarly,ahumanbabyisalsoafraidoftakingthefirststepandfinditchallengingwhenhelearnstocrawlor

standupwithoutsupport.’

Question2.

“Thesightofthefoodmaddenedhim.”Whatdoesthissuggest?Whatcompelledtheyoungseagulltofinally

fly?

Answer:

Theyoungseagullwasveryhungry.Itwasthishungerthatultimatelycompelledittofly.Itshungerintensified

whenitsawitsmothertearingatapieceoffishthatlayatherfeet.Itcriedtoher,begginghertogetsome

food.Whenitsmothercametowardsitwithfoodinherbeak,itscreamedwithjoyandanticipation.However,

shestoppedmidway.Itwonderedwhyshedidnotcomenearer.Notbeingabletoresistorcontrofitshunger

anylonger,itdivedatthefoodinitsmother’sbeak.Atthatmoment,hishungeroverpoweredhisfearofthe

greatexpanseofseabeneaththecliff.Finally,thisplungewasfollowedbythenaturalreactionofitsbody,i.e.

tofly.

Question3.

Theywerebeckoningtohim,callingshrilly.”Whydidtheseagull’sfatherandmotherthreatenhim andcajole

him tofly?

Answer:

Seagull’sparentshadtriedeverythingbuthewasreluctanttoflyduetofearoffallingdown.Helookedathis
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brothersandsisterbutwouldn’tmakeanyefforts.Thatswhythewholefamilyhadlefthim aloneand

threatenedandcojoledhim tocomebuteveryeffortwentinvain.

Question4.

Haveyoueverhadasimilarexperience,whereyourparentsencouragedyoutodosomethingthatyouwere

tooscaredtotry?Discussthisinpairsorgroups.

Answer:

(SuggestedAnswer)Yes,IhadasimilarexperiencewhileleaningtorideabicycleinclassVI.Inmyinitial

attempts,Ifelldowneverytimeanddevelopedafearofcyclingwhichwasdifficulttoovercome.

Noamountofprovokingandcajolingcouldletmetryitagain,butmyfatherencouragedmetoovercomethe

fearandhelpedmeashewasadamantonmylearningcycling.Hetookmeonamoundnearvillageandmade

mesitandaskedmetoputmyhandsonthehandleandfeetonthepaddle.ItspeddownandIenjoyedit

withoutfearwhichdevelopedmyconfidence.

Thus,Iovercamemyfearofcyclingandstartedridingacycleafterafewpractice

Question5.

Inthecaseofabirdflying,itseemsanaturalact,andaforegoneconclusionthatitshouldsucceed.Inthe

examplesyouhavegiveninAnswertothepreviousquestion,wasyoursuccessguaranteed,orwasit

importantforyoutotry,regardlessofapossibilityoffailure?

Answer:

Wefacesomeproblemsintheinitialstagewhilelearningnewskill.Duetothefearoffailure,wehesitateto

perform ataskortodosomethingnew.Incaseoftheseagullhisparentscajoledhim tofly.IntheexampleI

havegivenintheanswerofpreviousquestion,Iwascajoledbymyfathertolearncycling.So,atthatstage,I

wastolearncyclingasitwasveryimportantformetoovercomemyfear.

Yes,mysuccesswasguaranteedbecauseifsomeoneisdeterminedtodosomethingthensuccessisassured.

Moreoverassaid,practice,makesamanperfect.

FirstFlight

Chapter3:TheBlackAeroplane

Note:(Thesearemodelanswers.noneedtocopythem astheyare.Youcanform yourownanswersasthe

explanationofthechapterhasbeenmade.)

TheBlackAeroplane

ThinkingabouttheText
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Question1.

“I’lltaketherisk”.Whatistherisk?Whydoesthenarratortakeit?

Answer:

Ahugestorm wasbrewingupandtheauthorwas

keentoreachhishometospendhisholidaywithhisfamily.So,hedecidedtoflythroughthestorm ashedid

notwanttomissthechancetomeethisfamilyatbreakfast.Thushetooktheriskevenwhenthevisibilitywas

almostzerointhestorm.

Question2.

Describethenarrator’sexperienceasheflewtheaeroplaneintothestorm.

Answer:

Asthepilot(author)enteredthestorm,hisplanestartedjumpingandtwisting.Hecouldnotseeanything

outsidetheplaneasitwasblack.Whenhelookedatcompassandotherinstrumentstheyhadstoppedto

functionduetostorm.Itwasaterribleandfearsomeexperienceforhim.Thefueltankwasalmostemptyand

hecouldnotflymorethantenminutes.Thenhesawanotherblackaeroplanebyhissideandthepilotofthe

planesignalledhim tofollow.Itwasasurpriseforthenarratorastheotherblackplanewashavingnolight.He

followedhim withoutanychoiceandlandedsafelyontherunway.

Question3.

Whydoesthenarratorsay,“Ilandedandwasnotsorrytowalkawayfrom theoldDakota…”?

Answer:

Seagull’sparentshadtriedeverythingbuthewasreluctanttoflyduetofearoffallingdown.Helookedathis

brothersandsisterbutwouldn’tmakeanyefforts.Thatswhythewholefamilyhadlefthim aloneand

threatenedandcojoledhim tocomebuteveryeffortwentinvain.

Question4.

WhatmadethewomanintheControlCentrelookatthenarratorstrangely?

Answer:

ThewomanintheControlCentrelookedatthe

narratorstrangelybecausethenarratoraskedhim abouttheblackaeroplaneandshesawnooneexceptthe

narrator’sintheskyduringthestorm.Eventheradarshowedonlythenarrator’splanethatnightinthesky.

Question5.

Whodoyouthinkhelpedthenarratortoreachsafely?Discussthisamongyourselvesandgivereasonsfor

youranswer.

Answer:

Itisverydifficulttosayabouttheunknownpilotwhohelpedthenarrator.Butprobablyitwasthenarrator

himselfthathelpedhim toovercomethefearinthestorm asnootherplanewasseenintheradarexceptthe
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narrator’sDakotaplane.Inthatfearsomesituation,hemighthavebeenhallucinating.Hehimselfwasagood

pilotandbraveenoughwhohelpedhimselflandsafely.

ThinkingaboutLanguage

Question1.

Studythesentencesgivenbelow.

(a)Theylookedlikeblackmountains.

(b)Insidetheclouds,everythingwassuddenlyblack.

(c)Intheblackcloudsnearme,Isawanotheraeroplane.

(d)Thestrangeblackaeroplanewasthere.

Theword‘black’insentences(a)and(c)referstotheverydarkestcolour.Butin(b)and(d)(here)itmeans

withoutlight/withnolight.

‘Black’hasavarietyofmeaningsindifferentcontexts.Forexample:

(a)‘Ipreferblacktea’means‘Ipreferteawithoutmilk’.

(b)‘Withincreasingpollutionthefutureoftheworldisblack’meansWithincreasingpollutionthefutureofthe

worldisverydepressing/withouthope’.

Now,trytoguessthemeaningsoftheword‘black’inthesentencesgivenbelow.Checkthemeaningsinthe

dictionaryandfindoutwhetheryouhaveguessedright.

Questions.

1.Goandhaveabath,yourhandsandfaceareabsolutelyblack____.

2.Thetaxi-drivergaveRatanablacklookashecrossedtheroadwhenthetrafficlightwasgreen____.

3.ThebombardmentofHiroshimaisoneoftheblackestcrimesagainsthumanity____.

4.VeryfewpeopleenjoyHaroldPinter’sblackcomedy____.

5.Sometimesshopkeepersstoreessentialgoods____.

6.Villagershadbeatenthecriminalblackandblue____.

Answers:

1.A.Themeaningof‘black’inthissentenceisthatthefaceandhandsaredarkbecauseofdustanddirt.

2.A.Here,‘black’referstoanangrylook.

3.A.“Here,‘blackest’referstothedarkestandcruellestcrimeagainsthumanity.

4.A.Here,‘black’referstodarkandgloomycomedy.

5.A.Themeaningof‘black’inthissentenceisthattheshopkeeperssellthedescribedgoods‘atahigherprice’.

6.A.Here,‘black’meansthatthecriminalsufferedexcessivebeatingatthehandsofthevillagers.
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Question2.

Lookatthesesentencestakenfrom thelessonyouhavejustread:

(a)IwasflyingmyoldDakotaaeroplane.

(b)Theyoungseagullhadbeenafraidtoflywiththem.

Inthefirstsentencetheauthorwascontrollinganaircraftintheair.Inthesecondsentencetheseagullwas

afraidtomovethroughtheair,usingitswings.

MatchthephrasesgivenunderColumnAwiththeirmeaningsgivenunderColumnB:

(SolutionimagesforexerciseIIandIIIwillfollowthetext.Restoftheexercisesareforself-attempt)

NCERTSolutionsforClass10EnglishFirstFlightChapter5TheBallPoem (poem)

Note:(Thesearemodelanswers.noneedtocopythem astheyare.Youcanform yourownanswersasthe

explanationofthechapterhasbeenmade.)

ThinkingAboutthePoem

(Page47)

Inpairs,attemptthefollowingquestions

Question1.

Whydoesthepoetsay,“Iwouldnotintrudeonhim”?Whydoesn’theofferhim moneytobuyanotherball?

Answer:

Thepoetsays,“Iwouldnotintrudeonhim”becausehedoesnotwanttointerveneinthenaturalprocessof

learning.Hewantstheboytolearnthemeaningoflossonhisown.Healsodoesn’tofferhim moneytobuy

anotherballbecausethatwouldbeworthless.Hewantstheboytolearnthelessonofresponsibility.

Question2.

“….staringdownAllhisyoungdaysintotheharbourwhereHisballwent….”Doyouthinktheboyhashadthe

ballforalongtime?Isitlinkedtothememoriesofdayswhenheplayedwithit?

Answer:

Yes,theboyhashadtheballforalongtime.Whenitbouncedintothewater,allhismemoriesofthedaysof

childhoodflashedinfrontofhim.Thisledtoarealisationthatthosemomentswouldnotcomeback,justlike

theball.Hecanbuynewballsandcansimilarlycreatenewmoments,butthosethataregonewouldnotreturn.
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Question3.

Whatdoes“intheworldofpossessions”mean?

Answer:

“Intheworldofpossessions”meansthattheworldisfullofmaterialisticthings.Hereeverythingandevery

actionismadetopossesssomething,whetheritisthepossessionofland,property,money,oranyotherthing.

Thepoetsuggeststhatlosingaball,whichisaverysmallthing,wouldmaketheboyunderstandwhatitislike

tolosesomethingthatonepossessed

Question4.

Doyouthinktheboyhaslostanythingearlier?PickouttheWordsthatsuggesttheanswer.

Answer:

No,itseemsthattheboyhad’notlostanythingearlier.Thewordsthatsuggestsoare‘Hesensesfirst

responsibilityinaworldofpossessions’.

Question5.

Whatdoesthepoetsaytheboyislearningfrom thelossoftheball?Trytoexplainthisinyourownwords.

Answer:

Thepoetsaysthattheboyislearningtocopeupwiththelossoftheball.Heisexperiencinggriefandlearning

togrowupinthisworldofpossessions.Helearnsthattherearesomanythingsinlifethatarelostandcannot

bebroughtback.Heissensinghisfirstresponsibilityashehaslosttheball.Theboywilllearnhowtostand

upandleavethelossesbehindashewouldhaveunderstoodthetruemeaningandnatureofloss.

Question6.(Forself-attempt)
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